MINUTE PAPER

DESCRIPTION: A minute paper is a writing–to–learn strategy in which students use significant points, unanswered questions, and new connections from a reading selection to write a short paper in just one minute. It is an effective way to focus students on significant points of learning, engage them in their own learning, develop their thinking skills, and to gain inside knowledge of their learning process.

HOW TO: 
· Handout text to read and minute paper worksheet.

· Discuss the minute paper worksheet. 

· Explain that students should focus on the three tasks while reading: looking for significant points/key words, unanswered questions, new connections. 

· Read a section aloud to the students and model your thinking out loud for looking for significant points/key words, unanswered questions, and new connections.

· Record them on the minute paper sheet under the appropriate heading.

· Model this with several sections. Then let students read the next section of the text. Assign discussion partners to discuss the significant point/key words, questions, and connections. After their discussion they should record answers in the appropriate section on the minute paper.

· Let students share what they wrote and you can discuss any important points that were left out.

· Now have them tell you what to write the lower portion of the worksheet or a half sheet of blank paper. It shouldn’t take more than two minutes. The students do not have to record on their paper. This can be done on the overhead or board.

· You may use the unanswered question section as an opportunity to re-teach concepts, etc. 

